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Washington — The House Select 
Committee on Assassinations at- 
tempted to set itself right yesterday. 

It met in the absence of its chair- 
man, Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D- 
Tex), in the aftermath of a power 
struggle between Gonzalez and com- 
mittee chief counsel Richard A. 
Sprague which culminated in Gonza- 
lez's resignation last week. 

The resignation has not been accept- 
ed, but House Speaker Thomas P. 
O’Neill said yesterday he had decided 
to put it before the House shortly. 
O’Neill said he had tried repeatedly 
but failed to contact Gonzalez in 
Texas in hopes of talking him out of 
quitting. 

At yesterday’s meeting, the com- 
mittee put forth a united front, adopt- 
ing procedural rules and agreeing to 
take steps to remove impediments put 
in the staff’s way by Gonzalez. 

At the end of the meeting, Rep. 
Richardson Preyer (D-NC), who acted 


as chairman in Gonzalez’s absence, 
said he thought things had gone well, 
but he said he still doubted that the 
House would vote to refinance the 
committee. 

Preyer also had a comment about 
charges leveled over the weekend by 
Gonzalez. In an interview in San An- 
tonio, Tex., where he lives, Gonzalez 
said “vast and powerful forces” are 
at work to undermine the committee’s 
investigations into the killings of Pres- 
ident John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Preyer said he didn’t know what 
Gonzalez was talking about. 

“I have no indication (that forces of 
subversion are at work),” Preyer 
said. “They haven’t contacted me. I 
personally don’t know of any sinister 
forces at work.” 

And Rep. Charles Thone (R-Neb), 
another committee member, said of 
Gonzalez’s allegations: “I think 

they’re ridiculous charges. I think 
they’re unfair charges. I think they're 
untrue charges.” 

The Assassinations Committee’s 
temporary charter and its funds run 
out at the end of the month. At that 
time, the committee will go out of ex- 
istence unless the House votes to rees- 
tablish it with a full budget. 

In light of the public battle between 


Gonzalez and Sprague for control,*the 
general feeling on Capitol Hill is that 
the committee’s chances of continuing 
are slim. 

The keys to selling the continued 
probes to the House, according to Pre- 
yer, is to come up with a reasonable 
budget and “to show them we know 
what we’re doing — they think we’re 
just going crazy.” 

Sprague said yesterday at the meet- 
ing: “Aside from what some people 
say about this committee being a 
three-ring circus, this committee and 
this staff — except for one person — 
have been marching in step, and I do 
not think one person should destroy 
things for everyone else.” 

During the last three weeks, 
Sprague said, Gonzalez has stymied 
the panel’s investigations. ' 

Sprague said committee in- 
vestigators are unable to prepare sub- 
penas because they haven't been able 
to obtain subpena forms; they are- 
unable to make long distance tele- 
phone calls because they can't get op- 
erators to answer their office phones; 
they are unable to examine FBI docu- 
ments because the chairman denied 
them the necessary authorization, and 
they are unable to interview witnesses 
because travel funds have .been cut 
off. 



